
Title:   3nd Annual IMPAACT Summit: Solutions for Complex AAC Needs  

 
Speakers: Bridgett Collins, MA CCC-SLP, Jenny Jones OTD, OTR/L, John McCarthy, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, Jamie 
Boster, PhD., CCC-SLP, Kathryn Brown, MA CCC-SLP, Amy Miller Sonntag SLPD, CCC-SLP, Aubrey Rybarczyk, 
MA CCC-SLP, Lauren Tadlock, MA CCC-SLP, Jackie Kearns, MA CCC-SLP, Ann Donnelly OTR/L, Katie Vargo, MS 
CCC-SLP, Pam Turnwald MOT, OTR/L, Abby Hamilton, MA CCC-SLP, Bridget Runion, MA CCC-SLP, Kelly 
Wallace, MA CCC-SLP, AnnMarie Polovick, MA CCC-SLP, Megan Han, MA CCC-SLP, Karen Adams OTR/L, ATP, 
Julie Potts, MA CCC-SLP 
 
 

Date:  September 28-29, 2023.  
Time: 9/28/23 7:30am-5:00pm, 9/29/23 7:30am-4:45pm 
Place:  1 day virtual or 2 day in person  
Presented From: 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
700 Children’s Drive 
Columbus, OH 432056 
 
Description: The 3rd Annual IMPAACT Summit at Nationwide Children’s Hospital will be a two-day regional 
and national event with multiple visiting professionals as well as our own Clinical Therapy experts from 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital. The focus of our summit this year is providing solutions for complex access 
needs in Augmentative and Alternative Communication. Join us for a 2 day in-person event including a day of 
hands-on learning labs where you will be able to interact with AAC devices from four different companies 
and develop skills in eye gaze, switch scanning, and environmental controls. A one-day live virtual option will 
be available for September 28th.  This event is appropriate for Speech Language Pathologists, Occupational 
Therapists, Special Education Teachers, and other pediatric care providers. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

1) Participants will list 3 strategies for modifying seating/positioning for better access to AAC.  

2) Participants will describe 3 ways they can collaborate with key stakeholders.  

3) Participants will define 2 types of alternative access methods. 

4) Participants will provide 1 strategy to target each of the 4 communicative competencies.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Time Ordered Agenda:  
 
Time Ordered Agenda: September 28, 2023 
* These sessions will be conducted in person and live streamed one time for virtual participants. 

Start Time End Time Duration Topic 

 
7:30am 

 
8:00am 

 
30 minutes 

Registration and check in  
 

8:00am 8:15am 15 minutes Introduction 

8:15am 9:15am 60 minutes “Can we get to the point?” Strategies for Direct Touch 
Accessibility  
– Bridgett Collins, MA CCC-SLP & Jenny Jones OTD, OTR/L 
 

9:15am 10:15am 60 minutes Augmenting and Replacing Visual Displays and Visual Symbols 
for Access  
- John McCarthy, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 
 

10:15am 10:30am 15 minutes Break 

10:30am 11:30am 60 minutes Behind the Scenes: Strategies for Successful VSD Design and 
Implementation  
-Jamie Boster, PhD., CCC-SLP  &  Kathryn Brown, MA CCC-SLP 

11:30am 12:30pm 60 minutes Lunch and Vendor exhibits  

12:30pm 1:30pm 60 minutes Rethinking Barriers to AAC Outcomes 
- Amy Miller Sonntag SLPD, CCC-SLP 
 

1:30pm 2:30pm 60 minutes  Improving Access to Collaboration between Outpatient Clinic 
and School-Based Speech Language Pathologists for Optimal 
AAC Outcomes  
– Aubrey Rybarczyk, MA CCC-SLP & Lauren Tadlock, MA CCC-SLP 
 

2:30pm 2:45pm 15 minutes Break 
 

2:45pm 3:45pm 60 minutes Yikes! What Should I do with this Kid? Early Intervention for the 
Child with Complex Communication Needs 
- Jackie Kearns, MA CCC-SLP & Ann Donnelly OTR/L 
 

3:45pm  4:45pm 60 minutes Access to Communication in the Classroom/School Setting 
- Katie Vargo, MS CCC-SLP, Pam Turnwald MOT, OTR/L, & Abby 
Hamilton, MA CCC-SLP 
     

 
4:45pm 

 
5:00pm 

 
15 minutes 

Wrap up and housekeeping   

 
Time Ordered Agenda: September 29th, 2023 
* These sessions will be conducted live in person.  

Start Time End Time Duration Topic 

7:30am 7:45am 15 minutes Check in 

7:45am  7:50am 5 minutes Welcome and explanation of learning lab day    



7:50am 10:20am 150 
minutes 

A Glance into Eye Gaze Access Methods  
- Bridget Runion, MA CCC-SLP & Kelly Wallace, MA CCC-SLP  
 

10:20am 10:30am 10 minutes Break 
 

 
10:30am 

 
12:30pm 

 
120 

minutes 

Switch Scanning- Alternative Access Ideas  
- AnnMarie Polovick, MA CCC-SLP & Megan Han, MA CCC-SLP. 

12:30pm 1:30pm 60 minutes  Lunch 

1:30pm 2:30pm 60 minutes Impacting Access through Seating and Positioning  
- Karen Adams OTR/L, ATP 
 

 
2:30pm 

 
4:30pm 

 
120 

minutes 

Beyond Communication with AAC Language Systems  
-Julie Potts, MA CCC-SLP 
 

4:30pm 4:45pm 15 minutes Wrap up and sign out  
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Intermediate level, up to 1.45 ASHA CEU



 


